Human herpesvirus-8 is not associated with angiolymphoid hyperplasia with eosinophilia.
Angiolymphoid hyperplasia with eosinophilia (ALHE) is an angioproliferative lesion, typically consisting of single or multiple red papules or nodules in the head and neck region. The etiology of ALHE, whether reactive or neoplastic, is unclear. It has been well documented in the literature that human herpesvirus-8 (HHV-8) DNA is present in the majority of cases of Kaposi's sarcoma; however, there is contradictory data regarding the association of this virus with ALHE. We performed immunohistochemical studies for HHV-8 on paraffin-embedded tissue from 23 cases of histologically confirmed ALHE. Polymerase chain reaction (PCR) analysis for HHV-8 DNA was performed on 14 of the 23 cases that had adequate remaining tissue for the procedure. The results of the immunohistochemical studies and PCR analysis were compared. HHV-8 immunohistochemical studies were negative in all 23 cases of ALHE. PCR-based analysis on 14 cases failed to identify HHV-8 DNA. Combined data from several, small published studies are equivocal for an association between HHV-8 and ALHE. The results of our large study show no association between HHV-8 and ALHE.